
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN CRISIS
A PANEL DISCUSSION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 4:30PM
Ida Noyes Library, 1212 E. 59th St.

Free and open to the public. Presented by the Lumen Christi Institute.  
Cosponsored by the Theology Club at the Divinity School and the Catholic Students Association.

Since questions of sexual abuse emerged in the Church, and in other institutions, in the 1980s, some dioceses (in-
cluding Chicago) have demonstrated leadership in dealing with the issue. After the “Spotlight” investigation by the 
Boston Globe, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops established a “zero tolerance” policy toward the commission 
and cover-up of abuse. This panel of Catholic scholars and professionals will review the Church’s attempt to face 
this issue and will consider why it has reemerged in 2018, relating that question to broader issues of clericalism and 
governance in the Catholic Church.

KIM DANIELS is the associate director of the Initiative on Catholic Social Thought and Public Life at Georgetown Univer-
sity. A graduate of Princeton University and the University of Chicago Law School, Kim was appointed by Pope Francis as a 
Member of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication in 2016, and has been a lead advisor to the U.S. bishops and Catholic 
organizations on issues where Church teachings intersect with public life.

RUSSELL HITTINGER is the William K. Warren Professor of Catholic Studies and Research Professor of Law at the Universi-
ty of Tulsa. He is also a member of the Pontifical Academy of the Social Sciences and the Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas. Hittinger is the author of many books, including the forthcoming Paper Wars: Catholic Social Doctrine and the Modern State.

FR. MICHAEL SWEENEY, OP, founded and directs the Lay Mission Project of the Western Dominican Province. Pre-
viously he served as President of the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology (DSPT) in Berkeley, California. Fr. 
Sweeney gives lectures and workshops around the country on lay formation and the mission of the Church.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation in order to participate should contact us at 
info@lumenchristi.org or call 773-955-5887. For more information and to register, visit WWW.LUMENCHRISTI.ORG.


